
Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group 
FINAL:  June Meeting 

6/14/06
 
Minutes by Dorothy Shoemaker 
 
Present at meeting: 
Neighborhood Associations: 
Robin Plance   St. Johns Neighborhood, CAG Chair  

Administrative committee coordinator 
Peter Laughingwolf  Cathedral Park Neighborhood, 
      CAG Treasurer 
John C. Shaw and       Substituting for Jeanne  
Janis P. Secunda    Longley, Linnton NA 
Environment: 
Dorothy Shoemaker dorothy.shoemaker@oregon.sierraclub.org Sierra Club,  

CAG Board Secretary 
Business: 
Bill Barrett   Waterfront Org. of Oregon (WOO) 
Health: 
Jane Harris  jane@oregon-health.org Oregon Center for Environmental  
     Health (OCEH), Evaluation committee coordinator 
At-Large: 
Jim Robison    Citizen 
Jackie Calder    Citizen 
 
    
Absent: 
Neighborhood Associations: 
Jeanne Longley   Linnton Neighborhood 
Environment: 
Joe Keating    Oregon Wildlife Federation  
       Education and Outreach coordinator  
Travis Williams travis@willamette-riverkeeper.org Willamette Riverkeeper  
Business: 
Steve Gunther    Progressive Products and Services 
 
Recreation: 
Bill Egan  no email,  Oregon Bass and Panfish Club 
At Large: 
Bill McCauley  no email,  Citizen  
Tom Chisolm   Citizen 
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Others present:
  

    Student 
Sue Safford  susan.safford@portofportland.com Port of Portland 
Anne Summers anne.summers@portofportland.com Port of Portland 
Barbara Smith  Barbara@harrisandsmith.com   Lower Willamette Group  
Monica Kirk  kirk.monica@epa.gov   NPCC/PSU 
Jim Anderson  Anderson.jim@deq.state.or.us DEQ 
Jean Rothlein  rothlein@ohsu.edu   CROET/OHSU 
Julie Early  Julie.early@state.or.us  Dept. of Health Services  
Chip Humphrey humphrey.chip@epa.gov  EPA 
Matt McClincy mcclincy.matt@deq.state.or.us DEQ 
Kim Cox  kimc@bes.ci.portland.or.us  City of Portland 
Mikell O’Mealy omealy.mikell@deq.state.or.us DEQ 
Judy Smith  smith.judy@epa.gov   EPA 
 
Closed Session 
We did not reach a quorum until Jim Robison arrived around 6:30 PM.  The Chair of the 
CAG, Robin Plance, encouraged conversation until we reached a quorum. 
 
Before quorum: 
Jan Secunda and John Shaw took Jeanne Longley’s place for this meeting, representing 
the Linnton Neighborhood Association. 
 
Robin had a copy of the Confined Disposal Facility comments.   They were sent to 
everyone who submitted written comments.  More copies were available at the meeting. 
 
Jane Harris arrived,  
 
Robin attended a meeting of the Cathedral Park Neighborhood Association on the night 
before this CAG meeting.  Robin reported that Judy Smith and Sean Seldrake of the EPA 
were at the meeting and told him that the Golder report talks about the danger of flooding 
while the CDF is not finished, and the problems have been with the berm falling apart.  
We continued this discussion later in the meeting. 
 
Jim Robison arrived and Robin started the formal meeting. 
 
Membership:   
Jackie Calder may represent the University Park Neighborhood Association, but Peter 
Laughingwolf has a friend from University Park who might like to be on the CAG. 
 
Also, Robin and Peter attended a meeting of the Board of Northwest Neighborhood 
Associations.  Peter spoke at the meeting. 
 
Dorothy was instructed to send the CAG listserv a copy of the CAG flyer. 
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Treasury Report: 
Peter Laughingwolf, our treasurer, agreed to bring the CAG’s bank statements to our 
monthly meetings, where he’ll give them to Dorothy to file.  Peter did not have a written 
report, and Jane Harris reminded him that we need him to be accountable. 
 
Fundraiser: 
Robin will talk to Steve Gunther about the McMennamin’s fundraiser that Steve and Joe 
Keating are planning. 
 
Attendance: 
Robin wants to send letters to CAG members with poor attendance.  He’ll work with 
Dorothy on that. 
 
Evaluation Committee: 
Jane reported that 55 people attended the Alternative Technologies Conference.  Five or 
six companies tabled.  Jim McKenna and Judy Smith were among the attendees. 
 
Jan and John, taking Jeanne Longley’s place, thought that a treatment plant could be 
build cheaper with surplus equipment. 
 
An anonymous source gave Jim Robison a sample of contaminated water from the 
Schnitzer property, along with pictures of the location.  He asked Jane to have it 
analyzed.  Jane contacted Jim Anderson at the DEQ but hadn’t given the sample to Jim 
yet.  We finished this discussion later in the meeting. 
 
Open Meeting: 
 
The non-member participants, mostly from agencies, were brought in at 7:00 PM. 
 
Minutes: 
MOTION:  Approve the minutes from May 10, 2006.  Jane Harris moved, Jackie Calder 
seconded.  All voted in favor. 
 
Our next CAG meeting is on July 12, 2006. 
 
Barbara Smith gave a PRP update.  Bill Hengemihle, a Lower Willamette Group (LWG) 
consultant, put together a meeting at the end of May of companies that received the PRP 
letter from the EPA.  The meeting was cohosted by the LWG and the EPA.  Some 
companies can’t respond by June 15th so the deadline was moved to July 12th. 
 
Robin asked the DEQ staff how to go about analyzing the sample given to Jim Robison.  
Jim Anderson offered to talk to Jane after the meeting.  Jane asked that the DEQ analyze 
the sample and do a surprise inspection of the Schnitzer site.  Jim will contact Jane on the 
Friday after the meeting and have the sample analyzed.  Sean Seldrake suggested Jane 
contact the EPA 800 number to contact criminal investigators.  Jim Robison’s informant 



is willing to testify later if necessary, but prefers to remain anonymous.  Jim Anderson, 
Jim Robison, and Jane Harris will meet. 
 
Presentation:  Terminal 4 decision 
Chip Humphrey and Sean Seldrake reported.  Sean said tey’ll be taking comments on 
what sediments can be put in the Confined Disposal Facility (CDF), the Sediment 
Acceptance Criteria.  Materials like Benzene that are highly leachable would not be 
acceptable.  Acceptability is affected by the molecular weight of contaminants.   
 
Anne Summers from the Port thought the pencil pitch the Port removed would be 
acceptable. 
 
Sean explained that they’ll put a thin sand cap on the CDF at the end of each summer 
season.  Groundwater and rainwater will rinse through.  Solubility in water is very 
important.  They’ll keep sediment underwater to keep in anhydrous.  Sean said that most 
sediment won’t leach. 
 
Sean admitted that the berm and cap may liquefy in a distastrous earthquake.  Sean said 
the Golder report assumed the berm would be made of sand.  In face, the berm will 
include rock and boulders. 
 
Jane Harris told Sean Seldrake that the EPA isn’t telling the truth, that the CDF won’t be 
earthquake-proof.  Also, Jane denies that alternative technologies aren’t cost-effective.  
Sena disagreed with her, and Jane and Sean agreed that alternative technologies will be 
discussed for the Portland Harbor site, but are not cost-effective for the Terminal 4. 
 
Anne Summers restated that the Port or Portland was open to all 4 alternatives they 
described for the EPA.  She said that Port does prefer the CDF with dredging.  Anne 
denied that fees from other sites in the Harbor using the CDF were taken into the Port’s 
financial analysis.  Jim Robison and Anne agreed that these fees might add up to $10 
million.  Anne and Sue Safford agreed to meet with Jim Robison and others from the 
CAG to discuss the EE/CA. 
 
Waste from the GASCO site was trucked from the Port of Morrow to the Arlington 
landfill.  There were 1500 truckloads, which were taken from the site to the Port of 
Morrow by barge. 
 
ARKEMA is not cooperating with the DEQ and EPA.  They’ve been missing deadlines. 
 
Robin will talk to the PDC about speaking about purchases, including ARKEMA. 
 
Robin Plance adjourned the meting at 8:35 PM. 
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